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PRESS RELEASE

VITAMIN – A LIFE LESS ORDINARY LTD ENTERS THE SPORTS ARENA 
WITH A RANGE OF LOUNGE-BASED PRODUCTS

Maintaining its characteristic dual function twist on household products, Vitamin Ð A 
Life Less Ordinary Ltd has created a range of sports-related lounge-based designs. 
Acting as stylish centrepieces as well as functional products, each of the three designs 
are guaranteed to make consumersÕ lives a little less ordinary. 

The three products are: DÕART; Game Shell; and Powder Seat Ð DÕART is a double-
sided square dartboard, Game Shell is a stylish storage container for console handsets 
and Powder Seat is a unique seat and storage facility for snowboards. All three 
products are debuting at this yearÕs 100% Design exhibition, held on 21-24 September 
at EarlÕs Court in London. 

DÕART is a dartboard designed to be both played and admired. DÕART comes in three 
designs: Hedgerow; Camo; and Bunny. The screen-printed felt dartboards ditch the 
traditional circular design for a unique and sophisticated square chrome edged 
product, measuring 82cm by 82cm. The square design acts as a piece of art in its own 
right and when the game of darts is played, the extra cork surrounding the numerals 
gives enough overspill so any stray shots donÕt ruin the wall. The boards are also 
double-sided, with the front keeping the numerals for a traditional game of darts and 
the back offering a related design with target hotspots. DÕART comes with a set of 
three darts, with matching flights, in a felt pouch. 

Hedgerow depicts a tangled web of ivy which surrounds the numerals. Nestling 
among the ivy are hedgerow creatures including birds, butterflies, bees and the 



centrepiece is a spider, which acts as the bullseye of the board. The opposite side 
incorporates the ivy with a flock of birds. 

Camo is a deer print camouflage design. The subtle print made up of the same shaped 
deer gives a mesmerising background for the game, while the striking blood drip runs 
from the bullseye to the bottom of the board. The opposite side uses several deer plus 
a rabbit on the camouflage print. 

Bunny is a playful take on the rejected toys that all children have somewhere at home. 
The cartoon bunny has been neglected, is slightly worse for ware and is now being 
used as a target for the game of darts. The opposite side has three bunnies holding 
balloons with red targets in strategic positions. 

Game Shell is a sleek high gloss container for PlayStation and X-Box controllers. 
Game Shell is designed to function as a container for controllers which ordinarily 
would lie around the lounge, cluttering up the room. Designed to hide the unsightly 
controllers and envelop them with a slick, sculptural, pebble-like form, the containers 
come in black and white high gloss cast acrylic with chrome details and a flocked 
interior. 

A stopper can be removed to allow the cable to stay connected to the console or the 
handset can be stored with its wires and the shellÕs two parts magnetically sealed. 
The product comes with a choice of two stoppers Ð half moon and stork. The design 
fits standard and wireless controllers. 

Powder Seat allows snowboarders to turn their boards into funky seats. The idea 
behind the design is that snowboards are used once or twice a year and then hang 
around the house or clog up the wardrobe. Powder Seat makes use of consumersÕ 
boards as the seat of the bench. The board then attaches to the legs of the seat via 
suckers to give a unique way of storing a snowboard while creating a design feature in 
itself. There are two designs for the legs of the seat: Blade and Trident. Both are made 
of chrome plated laser cut steel with Blade offering a solid, welded structure and 
Trident made up of separate pieces that fit together and can also be flat-packed for 
easy storage. 

ÒFor many people, sport is a big part of their lives but this doesnÕt usually transcend 
into the home,Ó says Vitamin director Andy Vernall. ÒSo we designed a range of 
sports-related products that would live in harmony with the home environment. Darts 
is having something of a renaissance at the moment, while snowboarding is as popular 
as ever. And while gaming is not a traditional sport, for some, grinding a rail on Tony 
HawkÕs Pro Skater is the closest theyÕll ever come to any kind of sporting activity.Ó

Chris Vernall, director of Vitamin, adds: ÒThe products all stick to our mantra of dual 
function as well as being style icons in themselves. With DÕART we wanted to capture 
the fun of the game while also providing a piece of art which could easily act solely as 
a centrepiece for the lounge. And we designed the piece to be square in order to make 
the dartboard unique and catch those stray darts that donÕt quite make target.



ÒGame Shell is designed for those people that regularly play on their games consoles 
and donÕt want to tidy the handsets away all the time but donÕt want them cluttering 
up their lounges either. WeÕre trying to make consumersÕ lives a little easier while also 
giving them a piece of design that matches their lifestyle.Ó

Andy Vernall says the idea for Powder Seat came after the brothers came back from a 
snowboarding trip. ÒMost people are sad to see their board relegated to the back of the 
wardrobe at the end of a holiday. We wanted to design a product that would give 
consumers the chance to show off their snowboard on and off the slope while also 
doubling up as a unique storage option.Ó 

DÕART, Game Shell and Powder Seat are debuting at 100% Design 2006, which takes 
place on 21-24 September at EarlÕs Court in London. Vitamin Ð A Life Less Ordinary 
Ltd. will be on stand number K35.
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About Vitamin – A Life Less Ordinary Ltd. 

Vitamin Ð A Life Less Ordinary Ltd. was set up by Andy and Chris Vernall in 
September 2005. It launched with the backing of design consultancy V2 Studios, 
established by the brothers in 2004. V2 Studios has worked on projects for a range of 
clients including Virgin Atlantic, Philips and Hasbro. 

V2 Studios is currently working on the design of a new range of bathroom products 
for manufacturer Bliss, and a range of designs for Hasbro.

Prior to setting up V2 Studios, Andy and Chris amassed a wealth of design 
experience, working for companies including Orange, Nike, Ridley Scott Associates 
and Tiger Electronics. 
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